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Robin Donaldson

Assistant Director

Former National Safe Place Coordinator of the Year
Moves to National Safe Place Organization

In Bloomington, | have watched my

Good-byes are never easy and after twelve boys grow into fine young men, in no small
years, | am not leaving a job but a family. In Part due to the experiences offered here: Star of
April 1996, | began at Youth Services Burea diana band, Little League baseball, Cub Scouts,
of Monroe County as a part-time counselor. rama club and the wonderful foreign language

oL . programs offered in the MCCSC schools. My
Within two months, | was full-time and fresh fourth and youngest son will have fond memories

out of graduate school. As a single mom Whg nis |ast summer in Bloomington and all the new
at the time had three young sons, | purpose+hings he saw and learned about at Kid YSB has
fully moved to Bloomington to raise my boysalso afforded my boys a chance to grow and par-
| have not regretted a single moment of it. ticipate in giving back to the community through
Bloomington has offered our family a wealthparticipation in the Youth In Action youth group,
of warmth and experiences that have been iMolunteering at the Monroe County Fair, credit for
valuable and YSB has given me the chance &¢ommunity-service class through school, and yes
learn and grow, personally and professional§¥en counseling.

When we lost our home and belong- It has been my employment at YSB that

. . . as led to the opportunity to pursue a career aang
Ings in a fire in 1999, the county was very ai)éserve children at a national level. YSB is athos

CommO(_:Iatlng and supportive. The communi ency for the Safe Place Program of Monroe,
outpouring of support and help was over-  Greene (and soon to be added Owen) Counties.
whelming. My boys experienced firsthand, thease place is an outreach program which partners
amazing benefit of living in a caring and genwith area businesses and other community organi-
erous community. A tragedy became a blesssations to provide youth with safe places to go and
ing. seek help regardless of where they are.

See Donaldson Page 4
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Director’s Report

funding for the legislation because of the
cost of homeland security. Ironically, we
are now engaged in a two front war at a
cost of half a trillion dollars a year. No
one questioned the cost prior to the initia-
ion of hostilities. We don’t have the

A new website, everychildmatters.org
dedicated to making children a priority.
Multiple data sources show the United
States to rank poorly when compared to
other wealthy nations when it comes to t

rankings in most categories of child We”_vulnerable, don'trank very high.

being. Everchildmatters.orbas designated Sep-

tember 16, 2008 as “Every Child Matters

How can we make children a higher pr'olf)'ay.” Youth advocates will assemble at

?r/]d V(\)/ﬁcdon']tabkért:ltll'qnaﬂ \?Jg(:c:tz?eoafgglﬁ'(liuthe'r respective 50 statehouses and nation-
policy lly renowned pediatrician, Dr. T. Berry

ch|Id,ren. Time af_ter t.|me funding for ChII'Brazelton, will speak to the National Press
dren’s programming is cut to fund anoth

budget category. Historically, Depart- e'('flub about children’s issues in collabora-

ments of Correction have been funded a{lon with the event.

the expense of education.

Your help is needed. When communicat-
ing to your elected officials, tell them that

In 2(.)01’ ?0”9“955 was on the Ver%!e of dealing with youth issues is more effective
passing a “Younger Americans Act” mod:

. and less costly than waiting until adult-
eled.after the Older Amerlca_ns Act that hood. While prevention measures have
provided programs and funding for sen-

jors. The Younger Americans Act legis| roven their worthiness time and time
o . 10ain, government often Is with crisi
tion was quickly shelved after 9-1I-01. It gain, government often deals crisis

management and the squeaky wheel.
was deemed that there would not be ample g g y

Youth Network
of
Monroe County

Brittany Todd v

Youth Network Coordinator

Hello! I'm Brittany Todd the new Youth I'm thrilled to be back in Bloomington
Network Coordinator. Id’like to introduceandcan’t wait to get involved in this commu;
myself with some information to get to  nity!

know me. First off, | grew up in Brown

County, Indiana. After high school, | wehtam especially excited to meet and work
to Earlham College where | played bask&tith the wonderful youth who make up
ball and studied abroad in London, Eng-this great town.

land. Upon graduation, | got my degree in

Business and Non-Profit Management.

Throughout college, | was quite active in

the community. | worked with youth

through various capacities including; the

Boys & Girls Club, YMCA, Girls Inc.,

along with coaching, refereeing, and vol-

unteering.

After college, | worked for the Cleveland
Cavaliers coordinating events and activi-
ties for youth. The following two years |
handled philanthropic outreach in Michi-
gan. And then most recently, I've returned
from teaching English to youth in South
Korea with my fiancé. Also, my fiancé
and I've recently settled into a cute home
and are planning a wedding. | will soon be
Brittany Armstrong.
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Continued from page 1

Robin Donaldson
Moves to National Safe Place Organizai SafePlace;

When | moved from a counselor position to the ClhiCoordinator
position in 1998, | assumed the duties of SafedP@mordinator and fell in love
with the program. When | moved to the AssistaneBiior position in 2001, |

! o, Deaths of infants per 1,000 live births I"#
passed on the role of Safe Place Coordinator lnepded a position on the Na- 3 %
tional Safe Place Advisory Board. Deaths per 100,000 Teens Aged 15-19 3! &l

Now | leave the Advisory Board and YSB to becoimeRrogram Develop- Bi
: . . . irths to Teen Mothers (15-19) per 1,000 Teen %%
ment and Research Director for National Safe Pla®éll be my job to help grow : © ug .

. 4 L ! $! %" ##
the Safe Place program nationally and to proveuimat we do is effective in re- . $ " |
ducing runaway and homelessness among youtholiflysthe opportunity to serve % 2 "
youth on a larger scale that could take me away BBtoomington and YSB. Itis a P ( ) ” (y‘,(,,o/
challenge that I relish and look forward to wittegt excitement. The move is bit- — $° —
tersweet, however, in that | must say good-bye $®Y¥and Bloomington. s | %) *sisw g

| have met and worked with many people in my cdapat YSB and | have o ’ ° = I
made lifelong friends. Some of the kindest, mosihgapeople | have ever met, | . L -

met at YSB. In conclusion, | would like to tharlkweho have supported me and
my family. These include County Commissioners, Kissling and Joyce Poling;
County Council member, Sophia Travis who has beerdtiving force behind the - - .
past Safe Place fundraiser Tango and Beyond; vi@walntacts and resources at
MCCSC, Patrick Efiom and Greg Marchant; Merrill latwho first gave me my
job at YSB; Jennifer Staab, my partner in preventiork; Linda Hanek, my best S A
friend and loudest cheerleader, and Ron Thomps8B, Executive Director and e e
my boss who has been an incredible mentor. Rothieasiggest heart of anyone | e e
know. The confidence in me and support he has shmghas played a great role he ~
in my own growth as an individual and a professiomMdost importantly, | would v
like to thank the kids and families that | have ket with over the years. They ) +(  (# 4+ o
have shown me that we can overcome even the mosidobstacles with a little R # : b, - o
hope and perseverance. + . v#, L] o 7

There is not enough room to thank each and ewensop. Please know that oo+ ( + ! ! 2
the people at YSB, in Bloomington and in Monroe @iyumean the world to me o b #A( # "
and it is with much sincerity that | say thank yand good-bye. ¢ Y

*Represents the %of expenditures compared to thesbeate
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