615 S. Adams Street

Bloomington,

IN 47403

www.youthservicesbureau.net

“Laying the Groundwork for|
Building Positive Youth and
Healthy Families.”

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP

HERE

Help the YSB prowde needed support to your commuity’s youth.
O- -‘

D

[ s25 [

| would like to donate
$50

Positive Youth and Healthy Families.”

0 s100 0O other
To “Laying the Groundwork for Building

Name:

Address:

$ #%

&'&()

Sprin
2008

Page 1
Homeward

Bound

Page2
Director’s

Report

Page 3
Asset

Building
Coalition

Page 4
Project
1825

Page 5
Meet

Jay

Page 6
National

Network

Page 7
A

Resident’s
Poem

UOMEWARD BOUND

Indiana's 5K Walk to Provide Housing and Fight Homelessness

The Youth Services Bureau will participate in thésar's Homeward Bound Walk on
Sunday, April 6, 2008. The walk will be held atifthStreet Park (behind the Bloom-
ington Police Department). Registration beginsaan. Pre-walk festivities will last
from noon to 2:00 pm. “Women of Mass Percussioifl’ve performing on the main
stage along with “Rueben & Vanessa.” There wibabe activities for children from
12:00 to 2:00 hosted by WonderLab with six différeeractive stations. Artists will
perform during the walk along the walk route.

This is the YSB’s fourth year participating in tvalk. Last year the YSB raised over
$14,000 through this event making it our largestfaiser of the year. You can make a
donation, sign up to walk or form a walk team bgiseering on the Internet at
www.homewardboundindiana.org

Click on “Homeward Bound Locations." The link witlke you to a map of Indiana.
Click on the star next to Bloomington. That wike you to our walk's website. Just
follow the instructions from there.

Proceeds from last year’s walk enabled us to paeshelter, buy clothing and shoes
for residents and local youth needing clothingstasice, paying for repairs on a car
donated to “Wheels to Work” an outreach campaigrSfafe Place and much, much
more.
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National Network Advocating

For Youth Efforts
By Robin Donaldson

h Assistant Director

You can help support these programsadomyact-
The National Network for Youth held their annuah®ying your legislators and asking them to support the
posium in Washington D.C. in January on th& 27 RHYA reauthorization. In the House of Representa-
30". This year, two staff members from YSB, Robin tives, Representatives Yarmuth (D-KY) and Bigg&¥ (
Donaldson and Sharon Lucus, attended Symposium lajdhave introduced the bi-partisan “Reconnecting
met with staffers from Senator Lugar and Senator Homeless Youth Act of 2008” (H.R. 5524), legislatio

Bayh's offices during Symposium “Hill Day” to disss! that would reauthorize and strengthen the Runawdy a
youth issues specific to Indiana and Monroe County.Homeless Youth Act Programs. Senator Patrick Leahy

National Network for Youth, of which YSB is (D-VT) is preparing the RHYA reauthorization for in
a member, has a nationwide membership of youth seraduction to the Senate. Contact informationaicra
ing agencies but is based out of Washington D.C. to legislators is below. Please take the time to stppo
advocate and have increased visibility among latpst area youth by calling you legislators and askiregrihio
regarding youth issues. This year, the focus iseted support the RHYA reauthorization. Be a voice for
upon the reauthorization of the Runaway and Horselgsuth in our community.
Youth Act (RHYA.)
The RHYA is the sole federal law targeted to
provide services to unaccompanied youth. It esthbS Senator Richard Lugar (202) 224-4814
authority for the federal government to fund agesci 306 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington DC
serving this population through three programsi@as 20510
Centers which provide immediate emergency housing-mail: senatolugar@lugar.senate.gov
food and care for runaway and homeless youth and
those at risk of either, Transitional Living Progns Senator Evan Bayh (202) 224-5623
which provide longer term independent housing #ed 131 Russell Senate Office Building Washington DC
skills support for youth ages 16-21, and the Sttadt 20510
reach Program which is preventative in design &nd aWeb Form: bayh.senate.gove/WebMaill.htm
lows agencies to provide support and educatiorotmhy
to reduce the risk and incidence of running away an Representative Baron Hill (202) 225-5315
homelessness among youth. 223 Cannon House Office Building Washington DC
YSB of Monroe County has been a recipient20515
RHY Basic Center funding for over thirty years. The Bloomington Office — 320 W. & Street, Suite 114
funding supplements the cost of running our emeargeBloomington, IN 47404
youth Shelter, Binkley House, and has allowed the e(812) 336-3000
pansion of services offered to youth and families o
Monroe and surrounding counties. A YSB partnering
program, Stepping Stones, which provides independen
living support for area youth, can also be suppbrte
through RHYA funding.
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The New Year has started off with each student is assigned an educa-
lots of activity for the ABC staff. Janu- tional level based on their GPA and the
ary saw Life Skills graduations for sixth average salary of a 28 year old working
graders at Arlington, Fairview, Univer- with that degree. The students then visit
sity, and Templeton schools led by our sixteen stations to determine how to
own Officer FriendlyJim Graft. ABC'’s spend their salaries and make ends meet,
Karl Eagleman made a brief presentatidmudgeting for transportation, housing,
to invite the students to join the preven-clothes, food, and so on. Reality Store
tion coalitions as they move on to their volunteers include the ABC staff and
respective middle schools. YSB’s Ron Thompson.

In February, Susan, Nancy, and
Linda attended the annual CADCA The ABC staff attended a Random
(Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of ~ Drug Testing Summit in Indianapolis led
America) conference in Washington DCby drug czar John Walters, the director of
which included visits to Senator Lugar’sthe White House Office of National Drug
and Bayh'’s offices on Capital Hill. The Control Policy. The summit addressed
prevention workshops were highly benethe benefits of testing for substance abuse
ficial as well as connecting with other as a “non-arguable reason to say no”. The
drug-free coalitions throughout the Coalition is currently planning a commu-
county and sharing their successes.  nity forum to address possible random

ABC board member, Matt Wy- testing for students in extra-curricular ac-
socki, was recently hired by the Greatertivities in Monroe County.

Chamber of Commerce to serve as direc- In early March the ABC hosted a
tor of its Franklin Initiative. Matt is al- state-wide luncheon for all drug-free
ready very busy coordinating tReality community grantees. The meeting pro-
Storesat each middle school, which helpzided an opportunity to network with
students appreciate the ‘realities’ of life other community coalitions and share
and achieve a better understanding of piaeir CADCA conference experiences
sonal finance. Prior to the activity,
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