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“Laying the Groundwork for 
Building Positive Youth and 

Healthy Families.” 

PLEASE  

PLACE  

STAMP  

HERE 
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Help the YSB provide needed support to your community’s youth. 

Put the YOU in YOUth 

To “Laying the Groundwork for Building 
Positive Youth and Healthy Families.” 

CUT HERE  CUT HERE  C 
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Name: 

Address: 

I would like to donate 
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615 S. Adams Street 
Bloomington, IN  47403 

www.youthservicesbureau.net 

$25 $50 Other $100 
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Being stuck in Bloomington during spring break isn’t the most fun.  In fact, it can be a little boring.  
To remedy this problem, YIA hosted Spring Blast, a series of activities during spring break for the 
students of Monroe County who stayed home during the week of  
vacation.   
 
On Tuesday, Youth in Action partnered with Suburban Bowling Lanes to host 3 dollars/3 hours, 
an activity where students could bowl all they wanted from 6:00pm to 9:00pm for only $3.00.  
Making the deal even a little sweeter, this price also included shoe rental as well.  Originally,  
Suburban Lanes offered a price of $5.00 for each student who attended.  In an effort to make the 
activity even less expensive, the Asset Building Coalition agreed to pay $2.00 for each person who 
attended bringing their admission price to $3.00.  The night proved to be a great success bringing in 
over 120 youth from Monroe County . 
 
Students were climbing the walls on Thursday, literally!  YIA sponsored a night at Hoosier Heights 
Indoor Climbing Facility and youth from all over had a chance to prove their grip and lack of fear 
of heights.  If students showed up between 4:30pm and 5:00pm they could climb all they wanted 
until 9:00 for only $10.00; normally this fee is $17.00.  This activity was an undeniable winner.  
Approximately 35 students came to this event, and for 27 of those, this was their very first time! 
 
On cold Friday afternoon, YIA attempted their First Annual Scavenger Hunt.  The event started at 
6:30pm at the corner of Kirkwood and Walnut.  Youth were divided into teams and each team was 
issued a Polaroid instant camera along with a list of items or group activities of which to take pic-
tures for different point values.  An example activity would be to get a picture of the entire group 
acting like a band in front of Roadworthy Guitar for 8 points, or a group member getting a piggy-
back ride from a stranger for 6 points.  Each team only had film for 20 photos so they had to be 
creative and work together.  The team with the most points and reporting back to the starting point 
after an hour won.  Prizes were given to all 20 attendees and everyone agreed it was the most fun 
event out of the entire week.   
 
  

Spring Blast offers Options for Spring Break 

By:  Karl Eagleman, Youth Network Coordinator 

 



��������	
���
���	����������	����������

�����������
���	����������������������������� ! "#� ��$%�&'�# ()&�"��

  
National Safe Place week March11th – March 17th 

 
 Our staff would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our Safe Place sites for providing a great service to 
the youth of our community and supporting thisprogram. There are a few individual that deserve a special thank 
you.  On behalf of the staff and our youth, we want to extend gratitude and appreciation to Sophia Travis for her 

generosity and time devoted to” Tango and Beyond”.  Tango and Beyond is our yearly fundraiser, that Ms. 
Travis has organized and presented for the last 5 years.   

You’re awesome Sophia!  A big “Thank You” goes out to Pizza Express, Kroger at Jackson Creek, Rhino’s, and 
Accelerated Mortgage for sponsoring many of our activities this year.  To Chris Abert for always saying “yes” 

when we need help.  The kids and staff thank you!   
 

 Project Safe Place enters its 20th year here in Monroe County.  Youth Service Bureau of Monroe County started the program 
with the opening of the first site at the Bloomington Fire Station on East Third Street. Today, with the support of community 
leaders, civic-minded businesses and caring individuals, we have expanded to Greene County and have 128 sites open.  To 
mark our 20th anniversary,  we are proud to announce that the opening of new sites in Owen County on April 30th,    
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THE YOUTH SHELTER IS A JAIL. 
No, the Youth Shelter is not a jail.  It is a short 

term emergency resource for kids between 
the ages of  8-17 in need of a safe haven for 
any number of reasons. 

 
THE SHELTER IS A PUNITIVE PLACE 
The Shelter is not intended to be a place of pun-

ishment.  We try to reach a balance of struc-
ture and caring.  Many of the kids referred 
to the Shelter have been placed here due to 
no fault of their own and are in need of a 
safe environment. 

 
THE SHELTER IS A LOCKED FACILITY 
The Shelter is not a locked facility.  We monitor 

who comes into the Shelter, but if a resident 
decides to leave we do everything we can to 
detain them short of physically restraining 
them.  We notify all the appropriate parties 
if a child decides to exit on their own. 

 
THE YOUTH SHELTER IS THE ONLY  
       SERVICE AT YSB. 
The Youth Services Bureau has many services:  

Home Based Counseling, Safe Place, and 
staff are major contributors to several youth 
focused programs in Monroe County:  Wrap 
Around Services, Wheels to Work, Asset 
Building Coalition of Monroe County, Step-
ping Stone Inc. and other collaborative ef-
forts with local agencies. 

 
THE SHELTER IS A BABY-SITTING  
        SERVICE. 
The Shelter is not a baby-sitting service.  We feel 

we provide excellent care of the young peo-
ple admitted into the Shelter, but we restrict 
our population to those who are in the great-
est need. 

 

 
 THE SHELTER IS PART OF THE 
       JUVENILE COURT SYSTEM. 
We are not part of the juvenile court system, but 

we do work in collaboration with several 
local agencies. 

 
 
 THE SHELTER IS A TREATMENT  
       FACILITY. 
No, the Shelter is not a treatment facility.  We do 

provide individual and family counseling 
sessions for the Shelter residents and their 
parents and any other family members ap-
propriate for that type of intervention.  
However, we are not licensed as a treatment 
facility.  We are a short term emergency 
facility. 

 
 
 YOUTH SHELTER RESIDENTS ARE BAD 

KIDS 
Absolutely not.  Teenage years are often years of 

crisis.  The Youth Shelter is available to 
young people and their families to prevent a 
situation from becoming unmanageable.  
Reasons for a referral to the Youth Shelter 
can vary. 

 
 PLACEMENT OF A CHILD AT THE 

YOUTH SHELTER GIVES THEM A 
JUVENILE RECORD. 

This is not true.  A stay in the Shelter has no 
bearing on a youth’s juvenile record. 

 
 PARENTAL PARTICIPATION IS NOT  
        REQUIRED. 
False!  We feel it is essential that family mem-

bers take part in counseling sessions.  Fre-
quent  direct contact between parents and 
the youth’s counselor is highly recom-
mended. 

       Communication is the key. 
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