
������������	�
�������������	�
�������������	�
�������������	�
�  

“Laying the Groundwork for 
Building Positive Youth and 

Healthy Families.” 

PLEASE  

PLACE  

STAMP  

HERE 
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Help the YSB provide needed support to your community’s youth. 

Put the YOU in YOUth 

To “Laying the Groundwork for Building 
Positive Youth and Healthy Families.” 

CUT HERE  CUT HERE  C 

��������	
����
���������
������		����
������������
 ��	��	
���������������������������	����������������� ����������
������������������ !"��������
����������#���������� $���#��%�
������&'&()�

Name: 

Address: 

I would like to donate 
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615 S. Adams Street 
Bloomington, IN  47403 

www.youthservicesbureau.net 

$25 $50 Other $100 

BIG BROTHERS AND BIG SISTERS 
 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of South Central Indiana needs volunteers.  Being a “Big” is easy and fun.  You must be at least 18 years 
old and have a valid driver’s license.  Mentors are expected to commit to spending one hour per week with their mentee or two 
hours every other week.  In addition to spending quality time with your “Little,” group activities are  planned throughout the 
year for you and your match.  Call 334-2828 for further information . 
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Recently as I was leaving my office I en-
countered a mother and her daughter in our 
building’s vestibule.  They were both visibly 
upset.  I asked them if anyone was helping 
them.  They told me that they had walked to 
the shelter after their car had broken down 
and were late for their appointment for the 
girl to be admitted to the shelter.  They were 
homeless.  The girl pleaded for me not to call 
the police.  I told them that I would not call 
the police and I would check to see if I could 
expedite the girl’s intake, which I did. 
 
 Had they not identified themselves as home-
less, I would not have known. 
 
 I recently testified before a state legislative 
committee that was looking into runaway, 
homeless and unattached youth.  While I and 
my fellow emergency youth shelter providers 
throughout Indiana could talk about the num-
bers of children we serve each year, we 
could not refer to any recent data that accu-
rately reflected the number of our state’s or 
nation’s homeless youth. 
 
 A few month’s ago, I watched a web cast of 
a Department of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment press conference.  In the email an-
nouncing the press conference/web cast it led 
one to believe that there was important infor-

mation that was going to be shared.  The 
“new” information, according to the HUD 
officials’ press conference, was that we have 
“overestimated” the nation’s homeless popu-
lation.  They cited homeless census takers as 
categorizing people who were “precariously 
housed” as homeless.  In HUD’s view, youth 
who were ‘couch surfing” (staying with 
friends for a week or two at a time, but with 
no permanent home) were not homeless.  
Nor were those who moved in with friends or 
family.  “Precariously housed” was not pre-
viously in my vocabulary.  It is synonymous 
with homeless. 
 
 A cost benefit analysis has shown that hous-
ing the homeless saves communities money.  
The cost of crime, law enforcement, medical 
care and resources from the social services 
community for the homeless costs more than 
providing housing for them.  A number of 
cities now have a 10 year plan to end home-
lessness and President Bush has appointed a 
long time homeless advocate, Philip Man-
gano, as the nation’s homeless czar. 
 
 Hopefully we can effectively address this 
problem instead of ignoring its existence.  
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“Project 1825” 
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